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to think of getting what we can, but we shall decline to
receive what all cannot get. It occurs to me that it ought
not to be difficult to make a successful appeal to tin: masses,
of Europe in terms of economics, and a fairly successful
working of such an experiment must lead to immense aud
unconscious spiritual results. I do not believe that the
spiritual law works on a field of its own. On the contrary,
it expresses itself only through the ordinary activities of
life. It thus affects the economic, the social and the
political fields. If the masses of Europe can bo persuaded
to adopt the view I have suggested, it will bo found that
violence will be wholly unnecessary to attain the aim, and
that they can easily come to their own by following out
the obvious corollaries of non-violence. It may even be that
what seems to me to be so natural and feasible for India
may take longer to permeate the inert Indian masses,
than the active European masses. But I'must reiterate
my confession that all my argument is based on supposi-
tions and assumptions and must, therefore, be taken for
what it is worth.
'    Young India> 3-9-1925
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TO AMERICAN FRIENDS
It is a privilege for me to enjoy the friendship of so
many unknown American and European friends. It pleases
me to note that the circle is ever widening, perhaps more
especially in America. I had the pleasure of receiving a warm
invitation about a year ago to visit that continent. The
same invitation has now been repeated with redoubled
strength and with the offer to pay all expenses. I was un-
able then, as I am now, to respond to the kind invitation.
To accept it is an easy enough task, but I must resist the
temptation, for I feel that I can make no effective appeal
to the people of that great continent unless I make my
position good with the intellectuals of India.
I have »not a shadow of doubt about the truth of my
fundamental position. But I know that I am unable to carry

